	Northwest Neighborhood Alliance Candidate Questionnaire

	

	Name Of Candidate

	David Phillips


	What office are you a candidate for?



	Re-election as Union County Prosecuting Attorney


	Do you support a statewide moratorium on newly permitted Concentrated Animal Feeding Operation (CAFO’s) until issues such as concentration of animals and improper manure application can be addressed?

Yes.  The current law is unworkable as written.  A moratorium should be imposed so that the Ohio Legislature has time to study and consider changes to the law, with input from affected communities.  Without a moratorium, current CAFO’s would not be subject to new remedial legislation. 

	

	Should state money go to the promotion and/or recruitment of large scale industrial agriculture in Ohio?

Large scale agriculture may have a place in our society.  However, I personally believe smaller scale organic sustainable local agricultural operations would be a highly preferable and healthier alternative. This can only come about through a cultural change.  I would like to see state funding directed to make such a change financially feasible for both the local farmer and the consumer.  
I recently read “The Omnivore’s Dilemma,” a book by author Michael Pollan which discusses this very issue. I recommend this book to anyone interested in this issue. 

	

	Should CAFO’s maintain responsibility for manure disposal from the facility through proper field application?

Yes. Many industries are held accountable for the ultimate disposition of their waste.  For example, electric utilities must insure that their PCB laden transformer oil is disposed of properly.  The utility is responsible for “cradle to grave” tracking and disposal.  Given the health risks and other issues with the amount of manure, the CAFO should be held responsible for any mishandling. 

	

	How would you promote and recruit small scale and or organic agriculture in Ohio?

To a small degree, the local health department is doing so by promoting the local farmer’s market.  I would like to see farm subsidies directed away from large scale industrial farming operations into smaller scale family farms to make local agriculture sustainable. 


	

	Should the state legislature decision to take away local control over the citing of CAFO’s be overturned?

Yes. Agriculture has always been exempt from zoning, and therefore I am not sure it is correct to say that local control was taken away from local governmental entities. That said, I do believe that the current law is bad policy.  CAFO’s can be extremely disruptive to a community and, as demonstrated by the current situation, local government is almost powerless to stop the siting of a CAFO.  Local communities must have a meaningful voice in the permitting process, so that the impact on that community must be considered by the permitting agency before granting a siting permit.


	

	Do you believe the CAFO permitting process should be conducted by the Ohio Department of Agriculture?

No. The Ohio Department of Agriculture is the agency vested by the state with the authority to promote agriculture.  That same agency is charged with regulation of CAFO’s.  There is an inherent conflict between regulation and promotion of an industry.  That same sort of conflict was recognized by the federal government as unworkable in 1974 with nuclear power plants.  I do not believe the ODA is the appropriate permitting agency.  The regulation and siting of CAFO’s should be in the hands of an independent agency. 

	

	Do you believe that air emissions, storm water runoff, and quality of life issues caused by CAFO’s should be regulated?

Absolutely, yes.  The regulations must be reasonable, but there should be limits which can be objectively verified by regulatory agencies. 

	

	Should CAFO’s be able to broker manure through a third party and list this as their manure management plan?

Not as the complete plan. As noted above, I am of the opinion that the CAFO operator should be responsible through the ultimate disposition of the manure. 

	

	Are you in favor of all CAFO’s being required to have a storm water pollution control permit, to manage contaminants besides manure that might make it into storm water runoff?

Yes. 

	

	Should issues such as, effects on local infrastructure, and depreciation of property values be addressed in the regulatory process?

Yes. Although the effect on local infrastructure is supposed to be considered, current State law is less than clear as to what happens if the CAFO operator and the local governments cannot agree on the degree of the impact, as in the current situation with Hi-Q. While the impact on a local community should be considered, I would also favor private action for any devaluation to other properties affected by the impact of a CAFO siting. 

	

	Do you oppose locating a multimillion laying hen operation in Union County?

Unequivocally, yes.  

	

	Name one ordinance, legislative action, or resolution that you have put forward to improve the quality of life for your constituents.

	I can name two – first, I wrote and advocated for the Marysville City Ordinance to conduct background checks of carnival workers at the Union County Fair.  This lead to the location of a Tier III child molester who was removed from the fair. 
Second,  I helped write changes to Ohio’s drug laws which were sponsored by Rep. Tony Core.  I testified before the House and Senate, and my proposal became law.  This law closed a loophole used by drug offenders.

Finally, I am on the Legislative Committee of the Ohio Prosecuting Attorney’s Association.  Our association is well-respected by the Legislature. I have had input on dozens of pieces of legislation through the association. 


