	Northwest Neighborhood Alliance Candidate Questionnaire

	

	Name Of Candidate   Don Elijah Eckhart

	

	What office are you a candidate for?   U.S. Representative to Congress – 15th District

	

	Do you support a statewide moratorium on newly permitted Concentrated Animal Feeding Operation (CAFO’s) until issues such as concentration of animals and improper manure application can be addressed?

Yes. A moratorium is needed because once CAFO’s are built and operations begun, it is too late to establish the appropriate standards that will safeguard the community, especially nearby residents, and the animals themselves.

	

	Should state money go to the promotion and/or recruitment of large scale industrial agriculture in Ohio?

No. Large scale industrial agricultural facilities are big businesses with big risks. For communities and the environment..

	

	Should CAFO’s maintain responsibility for manure disposal from the facility through proper field application?

Yes. CAFO’s bear the responsibility for proper, manure disposal so as not to cause undue burdens on the community, especially neighboring residents.

	

	How would you promote and recruit small scale and or organic agriculture in Ohio?



	The Ohio Department of Agriculture should focus on promoting small scale agricultural operations. An important promotional aspect should be consumer education about the nutritional benefits of small scale and organic agriculture that uses little or no fertilizers and pesticides.. I believe there is a market for these products. Many small agricultural businesses already exist and do well. The market can be expanded for these products.


	Should the state legislature decision to take away local control over the citing of CAFO’s be overturned?

Yes. Local control has also been an important governing principle in Ohio. It should not be abandoned to for large scale industrial agricultural operations.

	

	Do you believe the CAFO permitting process should be conducted by the Ohio Department of Agriculture?

The Ohio Department of Agriculture is not suited to conduct the CAFO permitting process because its business development purpose overshadows all other purposes, including what is best for the community and the environment. Under the current governmental structure, I believe a better agency to handle the CAFO permitting process would be the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency.

	

	Do you believe that air emissions, storm water runoff, and quality of life issues caused by CAFO’s should be regulated?

Yes. A CAFO can dramatically alter the environment and quality of life of an area. These factors should be considered and regulated to protect the community and the environment.

	

	Should CAFO’s be able to broker manure through a third party and list this as their manure management plan?

Manure management should be the responsibility of the CAFO whether it handles the manure directly or not.

	

	Are you in favor of all CAFO’s being required to have a storm water pollution control permit, to manage contaminants besides manure that might make it into storm water runoff?

Yes. Storm water pollution effects streams and the water quality of all of the rivers downstream. Each CAFO should be required to control the water quality and quantity of storm runoff.

	

	Should issues such as, effects on local infrastructure, and depreciation of property values be addressed in the regulatory process?

Yes. If roads need to be widened or bridges strengthened, for example, it should be the responsibility of the CAFO, not local taxpayers, to incur those costs.

	

	Do you oppose locating a multimillion laying hen operation in Union County?

Yes. I believe it is too large of a facility for the area, especially given that other laying hen facilities already exist in the area. We need to make a critical examination of the nature of our food supply in this country. The trend toward larger industrial agricultural facilities should be reversed. We need to protect small family farms and promote small scale agricultural facilities.

	

	Name one ordinance, legislative action, or resolution that you have put forward to improve the quality of life for your constituents.

For 18 years, I worked as a Budget Analyst and Division Chief for the Ohio Legislative Service Commission, the nonpartisan staff agency of the Ohio Legislature. I analyzed legislation and supervised the analysis of legislation. The largest legislative action was the state biennial budget. I worked on nine budget bills, which contained the financial and programmatic plan for state operations every two years. As a nonpartisan analyst and supervisor, my job was to make sure the state budget was as effective and efficient as possible in delivering services to Ohioans.
To focus on one specific legislative action, I was directly involved in developing the implementing legislation for the Public Works Program. At the time, it was called “Issue 2” because of its position on the ballot. An intern and I developed the framework, criteria, and allocation formulas for local governments to receive infrastructure funding (e.g., for roads and bridges) of $120 million per year from the state bond issue. After the legislation was passed by the Ohio Legislature, the Ohio Public Works Commission began to operate this very successful program.

	


